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Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: in claims 
7 and 13, line 5 the term "a domain authentication process" should be -the domain 
authentication process-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1, 2, 3 and 9, are drawn towards a domain authentication method for 
exchanging content between devices comprising, the steps of setting domain 
identification information into a predetermined device connected on one of a wired and 
wireless network; generating a domain secret key using the set domain identification 
information and predetermined device identification information; generating a 
predetermined first code value and transmitting a first packet encrypted with the first 
code value using the domain secret key generated in the second step; receiving a 
second packet that is encrypted with the first code value, which has been decrypted 
from the first encrypted packet using the domain secret key generated in the second 
step, and a second code value generated by another device; and decrypting the second 
packet received in the fourth step by using the domain secret key generated in the 
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second step and determining whether a specific bit frame of the decrypted second 
packet is equal to the predetermined first code value generated in the third step. 

In order for a method to be statutory, it must result in useful, concrete and 
tangible results. In this instance there is no result of the methods as claimed; the mere 
act of generating domain secret code and determining if devices in communication 
belong to the same group does not result in any real word change as it does not cause 
any action outside the method claimed. Therefore the methods as claimed do not cause 
any tangible output result. 

Dependent Claims 4-8 and 10-14 are rejected for being dependent upon 
rejected claim 3 and 9, and for failing to meet statutory requirements of the base claims 
3 and 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamamoto et al. (US 2003/0084291 A1 ). 
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Regarding claims 1, 2, 3 and 9, Yamamoto discloses setting domain 
identification information into a predetermined device connected on one of a wired 
network and a wireless network and generating a domain secret key using the set 
domain identification information (common information discloses in the prior art is the 
secret key of the claimed invention (paragraph 0088, lines 3-7; paragraph 0090, lines 2- 
4)); a third step of generating a predetermined first code value and transmitting a first 
packet encrypted with the first code value using the domain secret key generated in the 
second step (paragraph 0096, lines 1-5; paragraph 0097, lines 6-9); a fourth of 
receiving a second packet that is encrypted with the first code value, which has been 
decrypted from the first encrypted packet using the domain secret key generated by 
another device (paragraph 108, lines 1-14; paragraph 109-, lines 1-7; paragraph); a fifth 
step of decrypting the second packet received in the fourth step by using the domain 
secret key generated in the second step and determining whether a specific bit frame of 
the decrypted second packet is equal to the predetermined first code value generated in 
the third step (paragraph 0110, lines 6-14; paragraph 0111, lines 1-5; paragraph 0115, 
lines 1-20). 

Regarding claims 4-5 and 10-11, Yamamoto discloses the method wherein the 
domain secret key is set as resultant value of a cryptographic one-way or hash function 
whose input variables are the domain identification information and the device 
identification information (one-way function is a property of a hash function, therefore, 

0 

one-way function and hash function as claimed will be regarded as a hash function 
(paragraph 0075, lines 4-6)). 
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Regarding claims 6, and 12, Yamamoto discloses the method wherein the first 
and second code values are predetermine bits random numbers generated by the 
devices themselves (paragraph 0096, lines 1-5; paragraph 0119, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claims 7-8 and 13-14, Yamamoto discloses the method wherein the 
fifth step further comprises the step of generating a session key to be used for content 
encryption when the specific bit frame of the second decrypted packet is equal to the 
predetermined first code value generated in the third step (paragraph 0104, lines 1-5) or 
terminating a domain authentication process when the specific bit frame is not equal to 
the first code value (paragraph 0112, lines 5-14; paragraph 0107, lines 1-5; paragraph 
0108, lines 1-7). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esteve Mede whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1594. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz Jules can be reached on 571-272-6681 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov-. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Esteve Mede 



em 

January 30, 2007 
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